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individuals complained ckiefly about tis lew standerd of living in
= Poland. Their salaries awe #¢ low in relatica to prices thas ¢ can pur-
M ohase only the darest necepstities of life. Although BSXT
\u-o—ru."r:numt wes sheut 1,000 sloty. The awerage meatlly pay

oaly 2,008 slety snd seme of them had not caten in a restan-

UNCODED
- —rieery

1s reported te be oipecially Wmpant end to reach almest to the Vep of seme
¢f the ministries. HNowewer, aen hess pewscns ém Poland whe have MESM
2 goodly amount of money by fair means or foul are usually dissatisfied
with the present regime. The austerity of daily life, the almpst complete
absence of luxuyy items in the shops and stores, the lack of decent recreat-
jonal facilitigs,ithe mental regimentation and the insecurity of life in a
Communist volide Btate cause general discontentment even among affluent in-
dividuals. Sighs of open resistance to the regime were not evif}ept. MOS’_G
people seem much too respectful of the police to voice their V,ﬁfas/aatisfgct}'ﬁ“
ovenly or to oppese the government in any way, The impression,” was gaa'.ned)
however, that the people have no feeling of ]i’!,yalty to the regime, don t
associate themselves with it in any way, smsipweukd lye whry)hibeln wisowedIadhe
“Fersite oddhpiy dArbedeys fvexdimoWdst, especially if the behavbor of the first
oceu troops were de

3 Espeiﬁfly im%ressiﬂg.:as the absence of anti-German feeling in the Polish §
popilation. Most people tried their West to be friendly with Germansd
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cut of suits, wrist watches, ball point pens, tie pins ang bas other
personal items were greatly admired by men holding high a‘f'liﬂbonsible
positions. It was believed that the Polish pedple covet esvecially these
small luxury items which are taken for granted in West Germany but whlch
are all but unobtainalia: i S ST ]

friendly when they lefi
In general, the Polis i 4 "‘ !

the past despoiler of* 2T co&ﬁfry 'tch there ‘are no
scarcities, rhere the standard of 11ving is high and where life is rich

and enjoyable.

#in the area of %atowice in the old German districts of Upper Silesia, antie
@ommuni ment appeared to be especially strong and pro-German sent-
iment a e population also ran high., The following rumor was heard in
Katowi the recent election in Poland: After the election, during
which e allegedly 3olerated sppe semblarce of democratic choice
and the secret ballot, the vote was declared null and void in several Upper
Silesian districts. Rumors jndicated that these elections were dedlared
invalid because a surprlsin y high percentage of voters had defaced their
ballots or had written profane or obscene remarks across the fromt,
Adenauer and Ollenhauer were also said to have received & large number of
write~-in votes. The accuracy of these rumors cannot be vouched for, bat
they are arobably correct and are indicative of the general fleeling of the
Silesian population,
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cuv of wuits, wrist wetches, ball point pens, tie pins and . other
personal items were preatly sdnired by men holding high cnd responsible
positions., 1t was believed that the :olish pedple covet esecially these
small Juzury items which ore taken for granted in .est Carmany but which
are nll but unobiminells legally in Yoland. lLost people were especially
frizndly when they lesrned that gewe® was froxm lest and nct Zast Cermany.
In rencral, the Polxuh reople seemad to regard .‘est Cermary not so much as
the past despoilar of their cwn lend Byt &g s country in which there are no
scarcitiec, -here the stendard of living is high and where 1ife is rich
and enjsyable.

#n theiaree of Batowice in the old Gersan districis of Upper Silesia, anti-
Commun®Bi centiment appeared to be aespecially strong snd nro-German seni-
lment amcng the population slso ran high. The following rumor was heard in
Zatowlce sbout the recent slection in foland: After the election, during
which the regime allegedly %¥oleratad sowe seamblanss of demoeratic choice

and the secret lLallot; the vote was declared null and void in several Upper
Silesisn districts. Rumord,fndicated;that these elections were dedlared
invaldd vecsuse a curprisi/eily high percentage of voters had defaged their
ballots or ha! written profdné or obgaene remarks across the fromt:

Adenau#r and Ollenhauly were also said to have recei-ed a large number of .
writesin votes. The gecurgoy of theseyrumors cannot be vouched for, but
they arc probably correct and are indicative of the general fesling of the
Sileeien population. '
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